courses without first gaining an overview of the subject. Complete ignorance of some
disciplines combines with limited exposure to others through specialized, upper-division courses.
Appreciation for breadth and interrelatedness of human knowledge, as well as the solid
foundations necessary for advanced study, are both sacrificed.

Citizens of Washington should expect more
froq1 tﬁose who graduate frcm} our publicly-funded “Graduates who know little
mstitutions of higher education. Graduates who . ;
know little about American history and politics, not abo.u-t American htstor.-y and
to mention economics or international relations, | POltics, or of economics and
cannot make the informed decisions required of | infernational relations, cannot
citizens in a participatory democracy. Graduates | make the informed decisions
who are ignorant of scientific methods and required of citizens in a
standards cannot evaluate public policy or serve
responsibly on juries which now must frequently
evaluate the scientific merits of courtroom
arguments. Graduates who cannot write well or think quickly and critically are crippled in the

modern economy; those who lack adequate numeracy, computer literacy, or foreign language
experience are also seriously handicapped.

participatory democracy.”

Finally, Washington’s universities are consigning students, many of whom received
substandard secondary educations, to an impoverished intellectual life and denying them the
opportunity to develop to their fullest potential. Students, parents and taxpayers of Washington
deserve better. They deserve a well-structured, coherent and integrated core curriculum which
will encourage academic excellence and prepare students for full participation in life beyond the
university.
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Appendix lll: The Evergreen State College

The Evergreen State College has not been treated in the body of this report. It offers a non-
traditional curriculum consisting of individualized requirements for students. As such, its general

education requirements cannot be meaningfully interpreted alongside other college and university
requirements. As Evergreen’s course catalogue puts it:

“At Evergreen, you will have the privilege and responsibility of planning a
personalized education. You will be able to shape your learning to your
interests, your passions and your career goals. . . . Every student is
encouraged to develop an individualized academic plan—a personal
declaration of educational goals, intentions and achievements. It is not a
form you must fill out or a list of requirements you must have approved by
some authority. It originates from and serves you.”*

Appendix IV: General Education Requirement Web Pages

University of Washington:

http://www.washington.edu/students/ugrad/advising/ged/

Washington State University (Adobe PDF format):
http://salc.wsu.edu/Advising/newman/GERs/GenEdProgram.pdf

Western Washington University:

http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~advising/gur/index.html

Central Washington University:

http://www.cwu.edu/~linnellg/catalog/99 general ed.html

Eastern Washington University
http://www.ewu.edu/UGradProg/UGradCat/96_98/GECR.html
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Notes

! The general education requirements considered in this study apply only to students in colleges of Arts and Sciences
(or equivalent). Those in schools of business, nursing, forestry, engineering, etc., have different requirements which
are, however, generally based upon the arts and sciences requirements.
? Figures are drawn from the University of Washington online Factbook, under “Finance”:
http://www.washington.eduw/admin/factbook,
*Lynn V. Cheney. 50 Hours: A Core Curriculum for College Students. National Endowment of the Humanities:
Washington, D.C., 1989, 7-8.
*Ibid., 11.
* Tbid.
¢ The Evergreen State College employs an individualized curriculum, and is not considered in the body of this
report. See Appendix III.

Figures are drawn from the University of Washington online Factbook, under “Curriculum™:
http://www.washington.edu/admin/factbook.
8 “State's higher education at a crossroads: An open letter to Gov. Gary Locke and the 2020 Commission on the

Future of Higher Education,” by University of Washington faculty members. Seattle Times, Opinion/Editorials:
Monday, June 22, 1998,

? Ibid.

'* William H. Honan. “Report: Colleges’ Core Curriculum Has Largely Vanished.” The New York Times, 20 March
1996

"' Lynn V. Cheney. 50 Hours: A Core Curriculum for College Students. National Endowment of the Humanities:
Washington, D.C., 1989, 11.

 Ibid.

"3 Integrity in the College Curriculum: A Report to the Academic Community. Association of American Colleges,
1985, 2.

" Cheney, 12.

" For an extended discussion of other approaches to curriculum study see The Troubling State of General
Education: A Study of Six Virginia Public Colleges and Universities, Virginia Association of Scholars, 1998, p. 41
ff.

' General education requirements for students not studying arts and sciences, i.e., business, nursing, and
engineering students, vary too much to be explored in detail in this study, but are generally based upon arts and
sciences requirements.

"7 Including both physical and natural sciences which include laboratory work such as physics, chemistry, biology,
Feology, astronomy, etc.

® Including subjects with a recognized discipline and methodology, e.g. economics, sociology, psychology, political
science and anthropology, but not interdisciplinary subjects such as international relations or ethnic studies. This
decision was made because part of the value of studying the social sciences is to acquire an understanding of how
the social scientist analyzes and interprets society by learning the methodology of a recognized discipline.

' This includes English-language literature and foreign-language literature in translation.

*¥ The National Association of Scholars report, The Dissolution of General Education: 1914-1993, (p. 4 and note 9)
suggests that a meaningful “cluster” consists of not more that six choices per required course.

*I'Includes core social sciences in a recognized discipline: economics, anthropology, political science, geography,
psychology and sociology. See Note 18 above. No publicly funded university in the state of Washington requires a
course in any specific discipline within the social sciences. Universities which allow history courses or
interdisciplinary courses (such as ethnic studies or “culture and society” courses) to fulfill social science
requirements have not been included.

2 Seattle Campus. Branch campuses (UW Bothell and UW Tacoma) offer primarily upper division courses, and
expect most students to transfer with an AA degree or equivalent from a community college. General education
requirements for transfers are modeled upon those of the UW, but are slightly weaker in most areas (e.g. two
quarters rather than three quarters of a foreign language, 15 instead of 20 credits in three broadly defined “Areas of
Knowledge™).
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2 Only first year proficiency required. May be met by examination.

2 May be satisfied by examination.

% WSU requires a “World Civilization” Class of an interdisciplinary nature but which takes a historical perspective.
% May be met by examination.

*” May be met by examination.

% May be satisfied by MATH 101: Mathematics in the Modern World: “Selected topics from the historical
development and applications of mathematics together with their relationship to the development of our present
society.” CWU Online Catalogue: http://www.cwu.edu/~linnellg/catalog/99 pages153-171.html#math.

 May be met by a specialized upper division course rather than an inclusive survey.

30 A EWU, a student can avoid one, but only one, of the following: Literature, Art and Music, Philosophy and
Religion, History.

3! May be satisfied by MATH 101: Mathematics in the Modern World: “Selected topics from the historical
development and applications of mathematics together with their relationship to the development of our present
society.” CWU Online Catalogue: http:/www.cwu.edu/~linnellg/catalog/99 pages153-171.html#math.

*? This count includes only courses specifically enumerated as fulfilling the Areas of Knowledge requirements. In
addition to classes specifically enumerated as meeting these requirements, all or most classes from some
departments will meet Areas of Knowledge requirements at the University of Washington. For example, all but four
art classes meet the VLPA requirement, while all but 3 history classes meet the 1&S requirement. Since some of
these courses have prerequisites, they could not be considered immediately available to all students; many, however,
do not have such prerequisites and are available. Our best estimation is that if all classes that do not have
prerequisites from these departments were considered it would approximately double the list of courses from which
students could choose,

% One course sequence, World Civilization 110-111, is required of all students. Other requirements allow students
to choose from 12 to 88 courses.

** In the case of the sciences at Western, students must choose three courses from a list of 12: thus, students are
somewhat more restricted than the 12-course specification indicates. Conversely, on the high end of this scale, more
than 55 classes are actually available, since any second-year foreign language will count towards fulfilling the
Humanities requirement.

3 Western allows fewer upper division (300- and 400-level) courses than UW or WSU.

3 A limited number of 300-level courses are accepted.

3 For an individual courses to apply toward completion of the requirement. Cumulative GPA must remain above a
2.0.

38 If completed with a 3*-quarter course.

3 If complete with a 4®-quarter course.

“ Any foreign language or American Sign Language.

! May be satisfied with specialized, upper division courses.

* Any course including approximately 10 pages of total writing (divided as the instructor sees fit) and allowing
students the opportunity to rewrite work may be classified as a “W”-course.

* May be satisfied with specialized, upper division courses.

* This only includes courses without prerequisites.

* Average GPA from the online University Factbook: http://www.washington.edu/admin/factbook/tabb10.html.

“ General Education Requirement Course Search: http://www.washington.edu/students/timeschd/geneding.html.
7 For an individual course to apply toward completion of the requirement. Cumulative GPA must remain above a

2.0. May not be taken pass/fail. Confirmed by telephone conversation with an Academic Advisor, 03/10/00,

8 For an individual courses to apply toward completion of the requirement. Cumulative GPA must remain above a
2.0. Confirmed by telephone conversation with an Academic Advisor, 03/10/00.

“ Students seeking a B.A. in Ed. in elementary education may satisfy this requirement with Math 381-382:
Mathematics in Grades K-8. May also be met with any class for which these 11 courses are prerequisites.

% Students may take all three sections of either Liberal Studies 121, 122, 123 or History 111, 112, 113 for 15 credits
toward the Humanities requirement. Art and Art History are considered a single department. Certain pairs of
classes (Liberal Studies 335 and English 336; Philosophy 350 and Political Science 360) may not both be taken for
humanities credit.

3! Only one of Fairhaven 211, Management 271, Political Science 311 may be taken for GUR credit.

32 psychology 219 and Anthropology 353 may not both be taken for GUR credit.

5 Either Option I or Option II must be completed.
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> Both Part A and Section B must be completed

% For an individual course to apply toward completion of the requirement. Cumulative GPA must remain above a
2.0. Confirmed by telephone conversation with an Academic Advisor, 03/10/00.

% Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory.

%7 No more than one class from a single department may be counted toward this requirement.

*¥ No more than one class from a single department may be counted toward this requirement.

** No more than one class from a single department may be counted toward this requirement.

® The National Association of Scholars report, The Dissolution of General Education: 1914-1993, (p. 4 and note 9)
suggests that a meaningful “cluster” consists of not more that six choices per required course. The Washington
Association of Scholars has adopted this standard for the present report; We consider an institution which
consistently exceeds this 1:6 ratio as following a “cafeteria-style” approach to its core curriculum.

% For an individual course to apply toward completion of the requirement, Cumulative GPA must remain above a
2.0. Confirmed by telephone conversation with an Academic Advisor, 03/10/00.

% Eight General Education Core Requirements (GERC), approximately 40 credits, must be completed. Students
must complete two GERC courses from one breadth area and three GECR courses from each of the other two
breadth areas. Only one qualifying GECR, cultural and gender diversity, or international studies course offered by a
students primary major department may be counted toward satisfying its corresponding requirement.

= Only one qualifying GECR, cultural and gender diversity, or international studies course offered by a students
5rimary major department may be counted toward satisfying its corresponding requirement.

The National Association of Scholars report, The Dissolution of General Education: 1914-1993, (p. 4 and note 9)
suggests that a meaningful “cluster” consists of not more that six choices per required course. The Washington
Association of Scholars has adopted this standard for the present report; We consider an institution which
g:;msistently exceeds this 1:6 ratio as following a “cafeteria-style” approach to its core curriculum,

Ibid.

% The Evergreen State College online catalogue is at www.evergreen.edu/user/homef htm.
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Washington Institute Foundation

The Washington Institute Foundation believes that free markets - intellectual as well as financial --
produce superior opportunities and choices for individuals and society.

We want to help Washington's citizens understand and practice the fundamental tenets of a free
society: that personal and economic freedom are inseparable; that individuals must be accountable
for their actions; and that citizens must respect the lives and property of others.

If Washington's public policies embrace these tenets our citizens can lead the nation in building the
best political, social, economic, scientific and artistic traditions.

Our overall goal is for the Washington Institute Foundation to be the most respected and influential
source of public policy research, analysis and education in the Northwest.

Among our specific goals for 2000 are to provide studies and forums for debate on several issues of
concern to our citizens, including: privatization or contracting-out for government services;
transportation; tax reform; criminal justice; health care reform; e-commerce taxation and
regulation; and our third annual Referendum 47/property tax scorecard.

As the Institute successfully generates debate and ideas in areas such as privatizing certain
government functions and downsizing various government entities, the benefits will be profound.
Tax savings could total billions of dollars, allowing our citizens to keep their money to create jobs
and give to charities that provide local solutions to local problems.

While most citizens are interested in the critical issues we address, many say, "I'm involved. I give
money to candidates and to political parties." That's important, but if you really want to make a

difference, invest in ideas! Change public opinion and you help create a climate in which public
policy can be changed.

As a supporter you will receive our studies, policy briefs, Policy Notes; and invitations to our
events, conferences and forums, which feature both national and local public policy experts;
and have access to our research library.

For more information, please contact Dick Derham, President, at (206) 937-9691 or toll-free at
1-888-WIF-9797, or visit our website at www.wips.org/wifhtm. The Washington Institute

Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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