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• The Tacoma Narrows Bridge/State Route 16;

• State Route 167 HOT lanes;

• Interstate 405 Express Toll Lanes;

• State Route 520 floating bridge;

• State Route 99 tunnel in Seattle.

Toll revenue collected from drivers is being used to finance construction 
or, in the case of the SR 167 HOT lanes, ongoing operations. Yet only toll 
revenues from the Tacoma Narrows Bridge and the Interstate 405 Express 
Toll Lanes are sent to the Motor Vehicle Fund and are expressly protected 

for highway purposes. 21

Variable tolls to optimize traffic flow 

Several WSDOT facilities use tolls that vary either by time of day or 
dynamically based on demand to smooth traffic flow and increase system 
efficiency. This can substantially increase the capacity of the highway in 
times of high demand. It is especially valuable in highway corridors where 
adding lanes is not feasible and where traffic volumes are expected to grow. 
However, there is no specific protection in state law that mandates that tolls 
be set to optimize traffic flow for the benefit of the public. 

As seen in other states, when budgets are tight policymakers raise toll rates 
to get more money for various non-highway programs. The result is price
gouging of the public and toll rates that may leave capacity underutilized, 
while taking money from drivers who have few other options. To 
prevent the imposition of non-optimal tolls, the Legislature should adopt 
guidelines for toll setting that emphasize highway system efficiency. 

Vehicle mileage tax 

The state Transportation Commission has recommended the state begin 
the transition away from the gas tax by instituting a vehicle mileage tax 

(sometimes called a Road User Charge or RUC).22 A flat-fee per mile tax is 
simple in concept, but it would not be simple to collect, and it raises a 
number of important fairness and privacy issues. 

Less than 1 % of the revenue raised from the gas tax is needed to cover 
the cost of collecting the tax. In contrast, collecting a vehicle mileage 

tax would cost upwards of 5% depending on how it was collected.23 It is 


























