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Michael is the state’s leading expert on free-
market transportation policy.  He is the 
author of WPC’s Five Principles of Responsible 
Transportation Policy, appears regularly in 
media throughout the state and has been 
covered in The Wall Street Journal, CNN, 
Bloomberg News, and Investor’s Business 
Daily. Before joining WPC, Michael worked 
for the Washington State Senate and House 
of Representatives and was formerly a staff 
assistant for U.S. Senator Slade Gorton. 
Michael served in the U.S. Army with the 
2nd Ranger Battalion and is currently in his 
third term on the Enumclaw City Council. He earned his Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Washington and his Master’s of Public 
Administration degree from the UW’s Daniel J. Evans School of Public 
Affairs.

MICHAEL ENNIS  |  mennis@washingtonpolicy.org
Director, WPC’s Center for Transportation

Paul specializes in state and local tax 
systems, health care reform and free-market 
economics. He is a member of the state’s 
Citizen Commission for Performance 
Measurement of Tax Preferences, and served 
on the King County Citizens Election 
Oversight Committee and the Attorney 
General’s Eminent Domain Task Force. Paul 
is a graduate of Seattle University and holds 
graduate degrees in political science from 
Claremont Graduate University and the 
London School of Economics.

PAUL GUPPY  |  pguppy@washingtonpolicy.org
Vice President for Research
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Jason serves on the Executive Committee 
of the American Legislative Exchange 
Council’s Tax and Fiscal Policy Task Force 
and is the private sector chairman of ALEC’s 
Fiscal Federalism Working Group. He is a 
contributing editor of the Heartland Institute’s 
Budget & Tax News, a columnist for NW 
Daily Marker, a contributing expert at State 
Budget Solutions, serves on the board of the 
Washington Coalition for Open Government, 
and was an advisor to the 2002 Washington 
State Tax Structure Committee. In June 
2010, Governor Gregoire appointed Jason as 
WPC’s representative on her Committee on Transforming Washington’s 
Budget, where WPC’s ideas and solutions helped state lawmakers close 
budget deficits without raising taxes. Jason holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science from Washington State University.

JASON MERCIER  |  jmercier@washingtonpolicy.org
Director, WPC’s Center for Government Reform

Liv is the author of WPC’s Education Reform 
Plan: Eight Practical Ways to Reverse the 
Decline of Public Schools, Learning Online: 
An Assessment of Online Public Education 
Programs, An Option for Learning: An 
Assessment of Student Achievement in Charter 
Public Schools, An Overview of Public School 
Funding in Washington, and Early Learning 
Proposals in Washington State.  Liv serves on 
the American Legislative Exchange Council’s 
Education Task Force, holds a law degree 
from Boston University School of Law and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Wellesley 
College.

LIV FINNE  |  lfinne@washingtonpolicy.org
Director, WPC’s Center for Education
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Todd is one of the nation’s leading experts 
on free-market environmental policy and 
is the author of Eco-Fads: How the Rise of 
Trendy Environmentalism is Harming the 
Environment, which has received accolades 
from Forbes, National Review, and more.  
Todd’s in-depth research on the failure of 
the state’s 2005 “green” building mandate 
continues to receive national attention. He 
currently serves on the American Legislative 
Exchange Council’s Energy, Environment and 
Agriculture Task Force. He formerly served 
on the Executive Team at the Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources. Todd holds a Master’s degree 
from the University of Washington.

TODD MYERS  |  tmyers@washingtonpolicy.org
Director, WPC’s Center for the Environment

Dr. Stark is a retired physician and the 
author of The Patient-Centered Solution: Our 
Health Care Crisis, How It Happened, and 
How We Can Fix It. He graduated from the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine 
and completed his general surgery residency 
in Seattle and his cardiothoracic residency 
at the University of Utah. He was one of 
the co-founders of the open heart surgery 
program at Overlake Hospital in Bellevue and 
has served on the hospital Governing Board. 
Dr. Stark has been actively involved in the 
hospital’s Foundation, serving as Board Chair and Executive Director. 
He is a member of many professional organizations and is active in the 
Woodinville Rotary.

ROGER STARK, MD, FACS  |  rstark@washingtonpolicy.org
Health Care Policy Analyst

Former WPC policy analysts Carl Gipson and Brandon Houskeeper, as 
well as summer 2011 research intern Ben Shelton, also contributed to 
this edition of Policy Guide for Washington State.


