
Science and Public Policy

Solutions and Challenges
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Toward Ensuring Scientific Integrity in 

Public Policy

The science used in the formation of  public 

policy should always be independently 

verified by a rigorous peer review process.

The regulated community deserves no less.

HB 1307 was introduced in the Washington 

Legislature to set scientific integrity and 

peer review standards in statute.
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Independent Peer Review

Independent peer review should be 

performed by qualified scientists who are 

not funded or supported by agencies with 

interests in the policy being developed.

The Environmental Sciences Independent 

Peer Review Institute (ESIPRI) is a non-profit 

organiztion providing such review services.

(www.esipri.org)
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Current Example

On March 18th, the USFWS

announced an evaluation

to determine whether four

ESA candidate species

should be listed as either

threatened or endangered.

All four are resident in

western Washington.
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Current Example

The key to look for:
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Current Example

Version 1

Announced May 25th
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Current Example

Version 2

Announced July 12th
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Current Example

In response to a question on the reason 

for the changes to the guide:

“The soils table was incomplete and 

the potential soils delineated on the 

maps gave a false impression of  prairie 

extent.”
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Building on the Current Example

On May 10th, the USFWS announced a 

six year work plan to address the 

needs of  the 251 species on the ESA 

candidate list as part of  a settlement 

agreement with WildEarth Guardians.

The four western Washington species 

are included.
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Building on the Current Example

On July 12th, USFWS made another 

announcement, building on the May 

plan as part of  a settlement with the 

Center for Biological Diversity.

They will now evaluate 757 species 

(36 in Washington) for ESA listing 

consideration by the end of  2018.
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Building on the Current Example

36 Washington species under ESA consideration

As listed at http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/species_agreement/map.html
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American wolverine
Basalt juga
Black-footed albatross
Brush prairie pocket gopher
Burrington jumping-slug
Cathlamet pocket gopher
Chelan mountainsnail
Columbia basin sage grouse
Columbia duskysnail
Columbia Oregonian
Dalles sideband
Evening fieldslug

Greater sage grouse
Hoko vertigo
Lake Sammamish kokanee
Mardon skipper butterfly
Masked duskysnail
Northern leopard frog
Northern wormwood
Olympia pocket gopher
Olympic pocket gopher
Oregon spotted frog
Pacific fisher
Puget Oregonian

Roy Prairie pocket gopher
Shelton pocket gopher
Streaked horned lark
Tacoma pocket gopher
Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly
Tenino pocket gopher
Umtunum desert-buckwheat
Washington ground squirrel
Western yellow-billed cuckoo
White bluffs bladderpod
White-tailed ptarmigan
Yelm pocket gopher



Science in Public Policy

Each of  these listing processes and their 

resulting policies will be science driven.

Will that science be complete, fully 

accurate, and independently reviewed?

Clearly articulated scientific integrity and 

peer review statutes will provide the tools 

the regulated community needs.
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Questions
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Getting in Touch

Norman MacLeod

gaelwolf@gaelwolf.com

www.gaelwolf.com
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