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Water quality

Ng concerns.



e USGS st bia River
Basin front-

— Amounts not harmful: per trillion

 Wastewater treatment licensing changed to
include a requirement for utilities by 7/1/2011 to
submit plans to reduce discharges of “persistent

pollutants.” Plans “may” include undefined
“pharmaceutical take-back programs.”
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e 2008/09: DEQ proposes broad authority to
initiate stewardship programs, i.e.
manufacturer-funded disposal.




e Pre ste

 Propone ne only by

special collec
* Opponents:

— Why does medicine go unused?
— Are there more effective disposal methods?



Requ s to
take ba '
any drug
Programs mu om consumers,
long-term care facilities and hospices.

No special collection days, no landfill disposal,
“convenient.”

Primary proponents: Association of Clean Water
Agencies (water & sewer utilities)

Others: Public Health, tribes



Plastic Sho
Household Hazardous e —3%
Electronic Equipment — 15%

Curbside Recycling — 80%
Car Batteries — 90%




— Impact of transport and disposal

— Creates an attractive hazard



e Leachate con aceuticals
detected in water:

— 0.03% (5% disposed) to 0.1% (15% disposed)
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Oregon Legislature rejected take-back and
broad stewardship authorization.

Need to continue to investigate why
medicines go unused.
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